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18 JUL 1972

Mwp. Joha Cowles, Jr.
Chairman
Glarver's Magazine Company
24 Park Avenus

Now York, Now York 10016

Doar iw. Cowleo:

Farper's July isouo conlains an articlo by Mwe. Allved V. LicCoy
allesing CIA iavolversent in tho opium tvaific in Laoa, This allegiion
iz a.c.l,-.-c aad unfoumlcd, and it is pariicularly disap pozrti:w tuat & jore-

nal of Maxner's veputation wou 3.& @ fL o *mhhf“zh it wikiioud any oy
1o choekk ks accursey o oven to voior o the pu record Lo liw Coi
traxye

Novmuelly wo do not roupond publicly to allegations wade agalnut

*

Cia. Because of the seriouws aature of these charges, however, L amn
writing to you to place thero accusations in propesr porupective and 60
Shat tho rocord will he cloaz,

The genexal chawgw mede by I, MeCoy that 'to a certaia estent
it [the opium trade ia L s/ dencads on the aupport (moaey, guns, aiv-
crafy, oic.) of the CIAY hns oo buuln i dacts To the contrary, M.
Jobn . Ingersoll, Dircetor of the huvaosn of Nawcotics aad LDnngereus
Drugs, ina lotter to Resvasacieilve Charlas &, Gubser of Calilornis
on May 27, 1971 {zeproducoed iu the Songrossional Lecond of June 2,

-
1971), sitatads

\

.l

PActuelly, Cla has for seoactime been thio Dareau'a :,i;x'ou;;c«:"s;
partiaey in idc.-n’i‘i:f“}"“w foreirs woarces and routes of illegat teade
inonarcobics, Thoiw foly oy fasiaded bolh divect sapport i
ivtelligence coileeiion, an Weii an il im;eliiygcnc-a avalysis and
production. Lioison Lulwaos our two ag uwiaa s clunc and con-

o i

gtant in matters ol ouutuad aiorest. Much FOZTRBE WO
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are now making io identifying overseas narcotics tvallic caa,
in fact, bo attributed to CIA cocpevation,”

Mr. McCoy makes the fcliowing chavgas which I shall deal wikin
. [V 4 A o
SPOCiiiC&Ilyi

(&) Cencral Vaug P 0 Yeomamaudor of the CIA secxwt oy
in northoastern Laod...bas beconic an increasingly noterious
eutreprenour ix the Lactian druyr trade.

We have no evidenca fndicating that General Vang Vao
ig jnvolved in the Laotian deuy tvade. Doeauso his fovees
are thao principal Lactine deterrvent 1o Noxth Vicinammese
agpresgion, moeay U. S, uove;amcxlf. POrHOLICL DEVO W Ia
in constant contact with Goneral Vang Pao for o aumber of
years. Ne ovidenco imzs corne to light connecting hinn with
narcotics trafficking,

On the contrary, Guneral Vong Pao has stronzly aun-
ported the antinay cot ics legisiation passed ‘by wae lao
National Asgembly in 1971 and, as a leader o
done his best to influence the tribal gro ranGon thcar
traditional growia of the wwiven poapy aml ucw,i D subatitule
crops and nc.w forms of liveatock to provide daily sucteouance
and lncomae.

Further, wmiost of nortivoactern Laos ig nob undcxr Ga'-1c::.~al

Vang Pac's control bul acteally in the honds of the 11
Victnamese., Conoral Varx Moo obvicusly has no conirol

GVeR tho CIoD culsivation Lhior [ 38 and CUI&.LV-.L\-LUAA of Q.uf My
in that avea is b;’kul"»l-u-llj’ dizlicnit wocause of the O Dlﬂ"
nostilitios,

() Tho CIlA assuranco of focd supplics to the Laotian Meo
tribesmen allowed tiw Moo to wilot moro land to the growing

of opiwm,

This allegation would ol be mude by anyone familiar
with the war~ravaged ceonony of the Meo tribo. The U.
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Governmens provides fo ou to Moo relupees -- Mcos wio
have been driven oif thelr land by the North Vio‘h*"uoa‘a

and thorefore hoave no land to cultivate -« and to viil
whero the bulk of the male population is off serving ix
Genoral Vanz Fao's forcas.

Pricse to the Nowth Victonamese oflena i\m supplics
delivered to tho M ¥
consisted of vico seedli

o Meo teiboomaen.  Those supplles, howavawr,
are and othow tjm,.f* of aoeds pius

livestock to poovide tho Moo with basic sustenancs ana aleo
to cucourage thoe Meo o ,.vo un tho planting of opiura ponpics.
These elforis mel with considerable sueccens. Mo, Jelind

»!

Paul, iavestigstor fox \-2-.. Ser
mittee, reportoed in the Apzi

c'.to Foreign Rel hm.cvu-s Cn"'w-

"ihet due to the longy asgociation with the CLs, Cho Moo teise
wmen 1o Laos woro ehiftbay frons oplum to zico and olhww crg] ,.,.‘

Tha fact is that the oplum
has been grealtly dbminlohod rether than increasced as &
in the McCoy auxticle,

_t

aroduction in norihesstern Laos

{c} When Air America becams the ouly aiw transport svail-
able, Mit began fiying Meo oplum to markets in long Clhaung and

Vieatisne. " .

.

Alr Aaewica oo lonn Lad an eficctive inspection systam,

')

and mors recoultly an ovaen more #igid system o bay even
inadvertent transport of unrcoties hag been introduced,
Americs welcacsed & otateuaent to the pross oa June 2, 3972

which gal

“There is en dntoasive vrepraam of inspoction of beth
PASSONIeRs it Carse O ”1':&\1 out in close uoiimm:m;o;x with

local and U, &, authoxilics. A up-counizry siles,

“ e e BT e e ey g LI
inspect all Lacoass ol poe

cnoogers and erew merabers
savting {vom theis ﬁ’-m‘i;ims, Ll cargo placed abonurd

t.c'um:ry gites is inspocicd by members of the inspection
gervice., All bagrare of porsons departing Vientiano on
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Araerica, Continontal 4ir Serxvices and Lao Alr Dovelop-
raent are inspected, Whewre boarding passengers veluse o
subrmit to inspectlion or are found to have contraband in
thelr possession, they ave denied the right to boazd tho
aireralt and thelr names are turacd over to local Lao
authoritics. Through these and velated ruezsures aticmpla
by individuals to caryy opium oa company sirplancs huve
been detected and prevented. These small tirae emupslors
and usexs are the greatest threat and the sccurily inspection
sorvice has consiituied an eiloctive deterroat,
Pioade note that these tightenoad security and inapection

measures predute Mr. McCoy's chargos against 4ir Amavica.

(@) After the North Victnamese offcusive in norticasiorn
Laos, “Vang Fao was able to continue his role in Laod's nar-
cotics trade by opeaing a heroin laboratory at Loug Cheny, the

CIA headguarters towi.

There is aot only no evidence connociing Genoval Vang
Pao with a uceroin laboratoxy In Long Cheng, but alao none
to sugpest the prosence of such a labozatowy in Loay Chong.
There arce a sumbesr of U, 3. Govermment ollicials in Laos
woriking aprcinet the drug traffic, Thoy would have apotied
guch a laboratory ia Long Cheng aad scon Lo its dismantling
fad one existed.

(¢) V"CIA cuniract alilines have weportedly cavwvicd opium,
aud individeal Cla mmen bave abetied the opium tealiic,

Thic cherpe i olso false. CIA ls aot involved im tho
narcotics (vafiic and iy actively worldug ageinst it; its pere
gsonnel are alio {uily prohibited fvom auny such activily as
individuals, and are subjocet to termination if so iuvolvod.

Mzre. MceCoy husg prodused vwo evidence which impiicates

Agency paraouncl bn tho varcotics tvailic. Such unsupported

charges agoainst this Aponey and its people of abelting the

flow of narcotics ave not only ixresponcible but particularly
Cdvomic in view of the many ciforts this Ageacy's personucl

are making to sterm tho flow of narcotics into thoe Unitod States.
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More than one year & go, ia an addross belore the Amcrican
Society of thwa. papex J::uc’.a SEE \.u. Richard Helrns, Dircctor of
Ceniral Iutelligence, stated the followings

“There is the arrant nonsense, for example, that the Central

Intelligence Agoucy is soinahow lavoelved i*& the woxid drug twali-

Ze. We are not. Az fathora, wo are as concornod about (he

lives of our childyen and prondehijdyen as are oll of your, &6 an
Agency, in fact, wo are heavily engagoed dn tracing thoe loxclm
roota of the drug twaliic for the Durenu of Naveotics and Dabgor~
cus Drugs. Wo hope wo are helplng with a solution; wa kuow wo
are not contributing to tho problom. ¥

This statement romains valid today.

Iteust you will give this rozponse the same prominonce in your
publication as was given to the McCoy article.

Shacewely,

ls/

‘W’ . L. Colby
ace ti eD roctoy
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